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J. James Kielbaso (517) 349-2095 - Home 
4696 Huron Hill (517) 355-7533 - Office 
Okemos, Michigan   48864 kielbas3@msu.edu 
 
 
Born:  Dayton, Ohio, October 14, 1938 
 
Education: 1968 Michigan State University  Ph.D. Forest Recreation 
  1965 Michigan State University  M.S.  Forestry 
  1962 University of Dayton   B.S.  Education 
 
Current Position: Professor Emeritus June 1, 2004, Professor, Urban Forestry, 1980; Dept of Forestry, Michigan 

State   Arboriculture, Urban Forestry and Forest Vegetation.  60% teaching, 20% research, 20% 
extension 

 
Former Education/Administrative Responsibilities 
 
Assistant Director, Academic and Student Affairs, College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, Michigan State 

University, 1975-1977.   Served   an acting role in activities regarding academic matters of college of 4,600 
students such as Student Orientation, Academic Advising, etc. 

  
Director, MSU Peace Corps Intern Program (1975-1978)   

Supervised five graduate students to identify, prepare and place volunteers in Nepal, Thailand, Malaysia, 
and the Philippines.  Involved travel to these countries in 1975, 1976, and 1977 to visit with staff and 
volunteers in the field.   

 
Organized and led "Field Studies in European Agriculture and Natural Resources", 

(June-July, 1978).  26 students from five universities; included travel in seven countries - 9 credit course. 
 
Associate Professor, 1973-1980, Assistant Professor, 1968-1973 
  Instructor, 1967-68, Teaching, Arboriculture, 1966-67 
 
Selected Administrative,  Adult Education, and Extension Responsibilities University 
 
University 
 

  Director, New Horizons Study Program, Cooperative Extension Service, 1972-74 leadership programs for 
young community leaders in seven counties in Michigan 

 Chairman, MSU Tropical Studies Group, 1973-74 
  College International Programs Study Committee, 1978 Campus Environmental Oversight Committee and 

Campus Natural Areas Committee 
 
Consulting 
  

University of Florida and Florida Forestry Dept., 1971.  Short course in "Effective Management of Flora and 
Fauna on the Urban Scene" 

1982 Universidad Catolica Madre y Maestra and Santo Domingo Mayor-Elect Pena Gomez regarding an urban 
forestry plan for the capital district and its environs.  Also included brief consultation of Plan Sierra.  

  Under auspices of Michigan and National Partners of the Americas 
 Numerous attorneys regarding tree claims, values, liabilities, and management 
 
Private Volunteer Organization 
 

Michigan/Dominican Republic Partners, Partners of the Americas, Dominican Republic Chairman 1984-87; 
President 1987-89 

         
 
 
 



Honors 
  

Outstanding Faculty Service Award, College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, Michigan State 
University, 1972 

 International Society of Arboriculture Author's Citation, 1979 
 International Society of Arboriculture Research Award, 1984 
 Michigan Forestry and Park Association - Special Service and Achievement Award, 1989 

Distinguished Faculty Award, College of Ag and Natural Resources Alumni Association, MSU, 1991 
 
Professional Activities 
  
 International Society of Arboriculture elected Vice President, 1991,  
  President-Elect, 1992, President, 1993,  Past President, 1994 
 Michigan Forestry & Park Association - Board of Directors, 1982-1987, President, 1985-87 

 Organized National Symposia on Systemic Chemical Treatments in Tree Culture, Michigan State 
University, October, 1978 and October 1987 

 Society of American Foresters.  Urban Forestry Working Group, 1972-76,  Chairman, 1977-78 
 American Society of Consulting Arborists (ASCA) 
 National Urban and Community Forestry Advisory Council, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, 2006- 
 
Major Professional/Self-Improvement Activities 
 

 Organization for Tropical Studies, "Introduction to Tropical Forestry", course in Honduras and Costa Rica, 
Central America Spring, 1969 

 Directed  - New Horizons Study Program, 1972-74 
 Creative Problem Solving Institute, 1977, SUNY, Buffalo 

 Sabbatic to attend classes at University of Maryland and observed urban forestry in southern cities,  
  August 1980-February 1981 
 Sabbatic leave to Washington, D.C., September 1988-March 1989 
Research 
 
 Manganese deficiency in maples related to maple decline 
 Municipal Tree Care in the U.S. surveys--1974 and 1980 and 1986 

 Rangewide provenance studies of dogwood, Rocky Mountain maple, and involvement in an English oak 
improvement project 

 Homeowner street tree preferences 
 Attitudes of Detroit residents towards trees/forests 
 Tree planting techniques in heavy clay soils 
 Storm damage assessments 
 Shade Tree Research Plots - Michigan Association of Nurserymen 
 Nat’l Urban Tree Assessment survey with American Forestry Assn, 1989-90 
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Kielbaso, J. James.  1990.  Planting Trees - Presentation at the Greenhouse Effect:  Impact on Industry.  University 

of Michigan, Engineering Summer Conference Course No. 9003, May 21-23, 1990. 



 
Kielbaso, J. James.  1990.  Trends and issues in city forests.  J. of Arboriculture 16(3):69-75. 
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